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ABSTRACT 

 
The objective of this paper is a very modest one, namely to examine the thoughts of Ibn Khaldun 
on the important concept of ‘malakah’ or ‘habitus’ or ‘habit’. This will be done by concentrating 
on his ‘al-Muqaddimah’, letting his views shine through his actual statements from the work. 
This is to see how he understands the nature of this habitus, its attributes,  significance and 
importance ,some of the factors leading to its enhancement, and factors which may hamper it. 
Finally its significance and relevance in relation to contemporary efforts in personality 
development and the enhancement of what is called ‘the human capital’, in the Islamic context, 
will be summarily discussed. 
 
Pengarang untuk surat-menyurat/ Corresponding author: uthman@iiu.edu.my 
 

REFERENCES 
 
Abdessalam Cheddadi, essay on ‘Ibn Khaldun’ . Published in Prospects: the quarterly review of 

comparative education (Paris, UNESCO, International Bureau of Education, vol.XXIX, 
no ½, 1994, pp 7-19, copyright UNESCO, International 

 
Bureau of Education, 2000.This is available on line in http://www.ibe.unesco. 

org/publications/ThinkersPdf/khaldune.pdf. 
 
Ahmad Ibrahim Abushouk (ed), Ibn Khaldun and Muslim Historiography, International Islamic 

University, 2003. 
 
Bruce B.Lawrence (ed), Ibn Khaldun and Islamic Ideology, E.J.Brill, Leiden, 1984. 
 
Akbar Ahmad,”Ibn Khaldun’s Understanding of Civilization and the Dilemmas of Islam and the 

West To-Day”, in http://www.mideast.org/pdf/ibnKhaldun20-45.pdf. 
 
Charles Issawi, An Arab Philosophy of History, London, 1950 Ibn Khaldun, ‘al-Muqaddimah’ 

(Arabic), Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani and Maktabah al-Madrasah, Beirut, 1960. 
 
Ibn Khaldun, Mukadimah Ibn Khaldun, tr.into Malay, published by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, 

Kuala Lumpur, 2000. 
 



Ibn Khaldun , The Muqaddimah, F.Rosenthal, Routledge and Kegan Paul, London and Henley, 
1958, in 3 volumes. 

 
James Kalb, “Ibn Khaldun and Our Age”, in http://www.counterrevolution.net/kalb.texts/ 

khaldun.html. 
 
Jude Wanniski, ”Ibn Khaldun and the Origins of Society”,http://www. supply-side university 

economics.com/searchbase/11-12-99.html 
 
M.Talbi, “Ibn Khaldun” in EI (vol.2) 1979, pp825-831. 
 
Mohamad Abdullah Enan, Ibn Khaldun His Life and Work, Sh.Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 

1933.Reprinted by Kitab Bhavan, Delhi, 1979. 
 
Muhammad ‘Uthman El-Muhammady, paper “The Relevance of the Khaldunian Discourse for 

the Malay World’, in the Prosiding Seminar Antarabangsa Kesusasteraan Melayu (SAKM) 
VIII jilid II, Pusat Pengajian Bahasa dan Kebudayaan Melayu, Fakulti Sains Sosial dan 
kemanusiaan, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 2004, pp.40-78. 

 
Muhsin Mahdi, Ibn Khaldun’s Philosophy of History,(The University of Chicago Press, 

Chicago,1957 
 
Muhsin Mahdi, article ‘Ibn Khaldun’ in A History of Muslim Philosophy, ed.M.M.Shariff, Adam 

Publishers, Delhi, 2001 edition, vol.II pp.888-904. 
 
Walter J.Fischel, Ibn Khaldun in Egypt, University of Berkeley, 1967. 
 
Yves Lacoste, Ibn Khaldun the Birth of History and the Past of the Third World, tr. David Macy, 

Verso, London, 1984. 
 
Zaid Ahmad, The Epistemology of Ibn Khaldun, Routledge Curson, London and New York, 

2003. 


