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Introduction

Uhen I was in the United States, I was drawn
te works by Charles Reich, Alvin Toffler, Farugi and
Nasr. I was particularly fascinated by "The Greening of
America" and "The Future Shock™ more than communication
books which I should have given attenticrm to,. And, when
I was 4in Britain, again my attention was distracted
from wmy study, and was drawn to writings af C. Yright
Mills, Armand Mattelart, Bottomore, Nisbet, Ebrahim
and, last but not least, the great book, Al-f{uran.

Tao me they all have ons thing in common. They
discussed and talked about man;: his relationship with
his society; with his environment; and with himself.
Except for the Al-Quran, in addition tg discussing the
three, also emphasised on man's relationship with his
Creator.

Mills

Mills wrote, I guate:

"Nowadays wmen often feel that their private
lives are series of traps. They sense that within their
everyday woarlds, they cannot overcome their troubles,
and in this feeling, they are often guite correct; uwhat
ordinary men are directly aware of and what they try to
do are bounded by the private orbits in uwhich they

* Kertaskerja ini telah dibentangkan di Semimar
Pendidikan Komunikasi, Jabatan Kaomunikasi UK,
2-3hb. Mac 1587.



a7
live, thelr vision and their powers are limlited to the
close-up scenes eof job, family, nelghbourhood, in other
milieux, they move vicariously and remain spectators.
And the more sware they become, however vaguely, of
ambitions and of threats which transcend thelr
immediate locales, the more trapped they seem to feel.”
(mills, 1980z 10).

Emphasising relationships that exist betuween
history, man and society, Mills add:

"Undesrlying this sense of being trapped are
seemingly impersonal changes in the very structure of
continent-wide socleties. The facts of contemporary
history are alse facts about the success and the
failure of individual men and women. When a society 1is
industralised, & peasant becomes & worker; a feudal
lord is liquadated or becomes a businessman. When
classes rise or fall, a man is employed or unemployed;
whan the rate of investment goes up or down, a man
takes new heatt or goes broke. When war happen, an
insurance salesman bhecomes a rocket launchery a store
clerk, a radar manj a wife lives alone; a child grouws
up without a father. Neither the life of an individual
nor the history of a soclety can be understood without
understanding both.

Yet men do not usually define the troubles they
endure in terms of historical change and institutional
contradictietion, The well-belng they enjoy, they do
not usually impute to the blg ups and downs of the
societies in which they live. Seldom aware of the
intricate connection between the patterns of their ouwn
lives and the course of world history, ordipary men do
not usually know what thls connection means for the
kinds of men they are becoming and for the kinds of
history-making in which they might take part. They do
not possess the quality of mind essential to grasp the
interplay of men and society, of blography and history,
of self and world. They cannot cope with their.
personal troubles 1in such ways as to control the
structural transformations +they usually 1lie behind
them." (mills, 1880z 11)
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Reich

If Mills +talked about men, environment and society,
Reich talked about individual and cultural revolutions;

. about Tecrises"™ of the Amerlican society resulting in

dlsaorder, corruption, hypocracy, War, paverty,
distorted priorities, law-making by private power,
uncontrolled technolegy and the destruction of
environment.

These, Relich claimed led ¢to -the deeline af
democracy and liberty and the fesling of
"powerlessness;® (or hopelessness?), the creation of
artificlality of work and culture; absence  of
community, and, finally, loss of self.

Reich blamed industrialisation and the creation
of giant state corporations (and multi-nationals?)
which was responsible for the societal "ills," and
thought that the "New Deal" had never been able to
touch the deeper problems of American life. Instead,
he argued the "New D2al™ furthered the creation of a
hierachical slitist society whose principles contrasted
with those of democracy and equallity. (The Watergate
and Iran-gate affairs clearly illustrated Reich's
contentions and apprehensions).

Relch also attacked apathy and indifference and

urged direct involvement and responsibility to bring

about what he called a "higher reascon, a more human
community, and s new liberated individuals,™ by
creating a "new enduring wholeness and beauty™ among
individuals and a “renewed relatlionship of man to
himgelf, to other men, to soclety, to nature and to the
land,®

Reich also called for the changing of goals - the
search for selfj; for honesty, and responsibility under
his "Consciousness III™ plan which centered upon the
mind and splritual cleansing, that is "soul™ and
"mental® cleansing - involving uprooting aof one's
culture. He bellieved once man has cleaned himself
spiritually and culturally, he could then look Fforward
to changing tha political structure of the society, as
a "final act."
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Ebrahim

Another schplar, Maulana Mufti Ahmsd Ebrahim
Bemat, writing on the "Causes of Calamaitles and Their
Cures™ thought these were mainly due to greed,
materislism and egotism; which he tsrmed as "earning
excessive profits, world good, and fame." (Ebrahim,
198801 12).

He said that in the rat-race today, one's
brothers and sisters may be considered his rivaly and
that one may even spesk ills of him, start gquarelling
and go to court, waste time, giving his own greatness
and reputation instead of remembering his Creator.
Isn't this happening now in our midst today? {See the
New Straits Times report on Sarawak, 15 March 1878) and
the often reported news about money politics.

Cultural Imperialsm

Now, what have all these got to do with the topic
I am asked to sddress - Cultural Imperialism and
Communication Research? They do have, Ffirst, I see
these phenomena - the observations on man, environment,
and society by these scholars merely as symptoms rather
than the true cause or causes.

In view of this, I shall touch on cultural
imperialism only as a pessing observation to the whole
human debacle or dilemma. I feel there seem to be a
kind of "Grand Design" by the power that bs in the
world today to try to wundermine weaker &nd poor
nations, and finally control the world {?) directly aer
indirectly or, if necessary destroy those who oappose
them. (What happened to Bao Dai af Vietnam and Allends
of Chile are good examples)}. And this ®Grand Design"
is done through various means which I shall call the
"tentacles."

This “Grand Design™ appsars tc be consistent with.
Brecht's claims on the purpose of the capltallist mode
of commupication which he says was in keeping with the
desire to Msubjugate the minds while hardening the
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hearts.” (Mattelart, 1979: 25). Brecht's claims could
be true if one ponders a while upon statements made by
various people at different times. For example, in
1810 the civilian governor of the Philippine 1Islands,
William Howard Taft, who one year later was elected
- president of the United States, declarad before the
American Senates "One of our great hopes in elevating
those people (the Philippinos) ls to give them & common
language, English, because through the English language
certainly, by reading its literature, by becoming aware
of the history of the English race, they will breathe
in the spirit of Anglo-Saxon individusalism."
(mattelart, 1979: 26).

This statement could have been dismissed as a myth
if I had not read a similar tone of assertion made
during the <colonlal era of India as gquaoted by B,D.
Basu, writing on the "History of Education in India
Under the Rule of the East India Company,™ he wrote, I
gquote: "We must do our best to form a class who may be
interpreters between us and the millions vuwhom we
govern; a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour,
but English in taste, opinions, words and intellect,"
(Sulaiman, 1979: viii), And, nearer home, in Malaysia
or Malaya then, Richard Winstedt wrote 1in almost
similar wvein about the education system. He said let
the Chipese be the compradores, the sons of Malay
farmesra be slightly better farmer than his father, the
Indian be in the estates.

Independent or Dependent?

The question now is whether this idea abhout
~ colonialising the mind 1s real and still in practice?
I say, yes. Despite our independence, we are still
dependent. As they say: if the American sneezes uwe
catch cold, Yes, we are still depndent and responsive
to our former masters if not Superpowers of the world,
whether directly or indirectly, conscliously or
unconsciously, because the root of mental or cultural
imperialism has sunk so deep in our minds that we are
no longer conscious that it is there and is with us. I
say that mental subjugation and hardening of the hearts
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is real; although now it is a little more subtle,
sophisticated and indirect. It is done through, as you
have seen, the lsnguage, followed by technology-mass,
mass media, mass or popular culture and advertisement -
backed by the "organic" intellectuals or elites,
administrative, economic, legal and educational
apparatus specially designed for the perpetuation and
an indirect control of the systems - the “tenctales.”

Imperialism

Imperialism could be defined as the erosion of the
cultyral identity and vitality of nations en a daily
basis by the insidous peneteration of a particular way
of viewing 1life, and precisely belleving -in the
universality of its values and imposing them as if they
were self-evident truths, as if corresponded to the
natural and happy evolution of things. .In other words,
imperialism is a means to deculturalise man through his
mind. It is & form of cultural invasion; a form of
subtle and an indirect subjugation and control of man
by man, and of nation by naticn through his mind. Isn't
this what we are witnessing today? The "Solid Gold,"
"Top 40 Videos," the "Sreakdance," "Dallas," "Dynasty,"
"1 tove Lucy,"™ the "Western," (where the Red Indians
are alweys the no-gooders and marrauders), the
"Capatain Marvel,” the "Spider Man,"™ "Donald Duck,”
etCe s+ee0e so much 2o that we are consclously or
unconsciously uncrirtically imitating, copyling,
repeating without ashamed something that is alien to
us, to our culture, in the name of keeping up with the
time; in the name of progress and modernaisation and in
the name of development. Isn't these a2 form of
jdeological .= influencs, a form of mental
colonialisation, a form of cultural imperialism? The
American scciologist, R. K. Merton, attempting ¢to
define the limits of the discipline of "communicetion
sciences,™ compares the soclology of communicatlon with
the sociology of knowledge. The former, he asserts, 1s
located geographically in the new world and the latter’
in the old world {Merton, 1957).
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Communication Resmarch

It is known that communication studies and
research are generally soclologically and
Psycholegically-basad, In fact the root of
. communication ressarch is sociological, Thus research,
particularly empirical research - the postivistic
administrative research to which mest of us were
exposed to and practice, ts undoubtedly another tool or
"tentacle® in tha "Grand Design™ to enhance and
Perpetuats cultuyral imperialism - 3 Policy used as g
mean to control political and economic affairs of a
country o especlally the weak and poor ones, For, as
is known, the basis of empirical research 1ip spcial
sciences is tg study man's behaviour, This is becauss
to combat the 1]11g of early capitalism, a Policy-
oriented research is "inauitahle;“ men have to hg
understaod, their behavigur analysed and
generalisations made out of the ray statistical data
that 1is gathered, That is, simply put, man and man's
behaviour must he controlled, {(be digitised or
robotised?)} What ig the effect of a11 these? It is, no
more and no less, an indirect Process of dehumanising
man} Is it any wonder why there is corruption,
hypocracy, conceit, arrogance, individualism,
oppression, money~politics everywhare, and a fesling
aof distance between and amongst once claoss friends,
relations, neighbours, and nations because agne 1s in a
position of wealth angd Powar, an the other is not?

History

The  emergence of societies . frop feudal o
capitalist states in Europe and America was primarily
responsible in shaping the thinking of most
sociologists angd Philosophers alike in their attempt to
understand soclety and deal with thelr "spatig
temporal”® problems, As such, Barly urbanisatinn,
industrialisation and its consequent problems was a
driving force in American sociolegy, which is
characterised by piece-meal and scientific attempts
to undsrstanding and solving thase Problems,
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The first world war gave the impetus to the
Chicago School of Sociolegy in their interest in social
research to "improve™ society, in that the war produced
more problems than the "invisible hand" of the market
forces could deal with, In this respect, both
sociology and social psychology became the prime tools
of understanding problems of soclety and “computed
solution” thought to be and should be the answer. The
research methods have becoms more quantitative,
sampling considerations have facilitated gengrallsation
of research results, and research sponsorship became
necessary as scholarly investigation became a team work
effort. Thus, soclology and social psychology became
fully institutionalised as the "social engineers” for
soclal develepment and societal change. Issues 1like
production, race relations, prostitutions, crimes, etc.
were studied, In mass communication its process,
charnel, audience, and effects became the cornerstone
of research. It was based on August Comte's - the
father of sociology - approach to social sclence study
which, he thought, should be like "social physics," by
studying the "functional relationships of ipstitutions™
within society, which he referred to as "statics,"
Comte alsc thought socliology should follow ths process
of social revolution which he called "dynamics." As
can be seen, the whole social science study approach of
Comte and ‘others that followed after him had the
overtone of "Derwinian" theory of the "survival of the
fittest,” in that social phenomena were studied
compartmentally, 1like studying the wave fraom the sea.
Thus, we have the sociology of industry which, in
eonjunction with social psychology, tries to understand
the psychology of factory workers so as to facilitate
more productivity, which was then lagging because of
the depression.

Empirical Research

The nature of empirical research is policy~-
oriented. It is not a policy reseerch. Pollicy-oriented
research 1in communication as I had said earllier,
studies processess, channels, auvdiences, and effects
which are mainly administrative. This approach 1is
baslcally derived from Lazarsfeld's famous axioms MWho
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says what, to whom, in what channel, with what
effects?®

an the other hand, policy research studies
structure, organisation, and control, that is where one
asks question about the wvalldity of the system,
challanges predominant values, or suggest alternetives;
instead of merely seeking to bring about the efficient
execution of policy, to make the existing
administrative machilnery more efficient and exploiting
of man by man more effective,

Admittedly, although both approaches - the
empirical and critical - to research do and could
contribute to the bettesrment of knowledge and
understanding of man, his environment, and society, a
more thorough, helistic and inter-disciplinary approach
could be more meaningful and realistic, For, in the
final aznalysis, nothing happens in a vacuumi nor could
man be value-free or objective, as is often expected
and thought of him by the empirical researchers. Man
being man, colouring and digcriminating form parts and
parcels of his failings. Be they as it may,
nonetheless imperfections in man will forever remain.
For, he is a social animaly a product of his
environment and society. As such, he could not be made
to be perfect in every way, though be could strive to
be =so. He is not a machine, He has feelings and
emotions. He is God or Allah-created. He could not be
made perfect emotionally or psychologically. He could
not be made perfsct, even rationally. If =0, no
innocent man could go six feet above the ground and
healthy man six feet below. If man is perfect let him
create something from nothing - like the stars, the
mpon and the sun, or even a tree; to name a few, Man
could only create something from what has alrsady
gxisted -~ atem, neutron, protong human sperm to
test-tube baby. Not the sperm itself! Man could only
propose. He may dispose. Hence why Muslims see culture
hot Just as a way of life as is usually saen by mnmost
people that are not familiar with Islam, but is a way
of 1life - encompassing their relationships with man,
environment, himself, and, most importantly, his
Creator, Every Muslim is urged to study and to know
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these relationshlps, Hence, there is a hlerachy or
priority im knowledge-seeking or pursuing in Islam.
There 1is one which is obligatory, which every Muslim
must know; and the other, 1s voluntary. Every Muslim
should and must seek to know his Creator. Bui, while
every Muslim is encouraged to know worldly knowledge SO
long as it contributes to his wellbelng and
enlightenment - physically, mentally, materially and
spirituslly - which would alsoc finally lead him to know
his Creator, this is not compulsory. The reason being,
as pointed out by Naquib (1978) the first, the
obligatory knowledge, would contribute only good things
to the human race, the other - the voluntary knowledge
- npeed not necessarlly be so.

Conclusion

It appears that the war against popery in the days
of the French Enlightenment has been extended to this
day. The all-out war wedged agalnst religicn in those
days was based on four propositions: First, the
replacement of the supernatural by the naturaly of
religion by science, of devine decree by natural law,
and of priests by philogsophers. Second, was the
exaltation of reason, gulded by experlence as the
instrument that would solve all problems; whether
social, politial or religous, Third, was the belief in
the practicability of man and society and, accordingly,
the belief irn the progress of the human race. And,
finally, there was humane and humanitarian regard for
the right of man, and especially the right teo be free
from the opression and cerruption of governments - a
right claimed by blood in the French Revolution
{Nisbet, 19783 5}.

But, as long as man thinks he is the master of the
world and keeps on fighting against npature, he will
always potentially remain a danger, not only to
himsslf, but also to his fellowmen, and the wuniverse
generally. In the long run, this might lead te his oun
destruction.
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Finally, I am always reminded of the following

verse in the Al-Quran, which I think should be a good

food for thought to those who care to ponder and to
knows

"Yerily, this is My Way,
Leading straight; follow 1t;
Follow not (other) pathsg
They will scatter you about
From His (great) path;

Thus doth He command you,
That ye may be righteous,”

(Translated: Yusof Ali, 186B8: 336)

This calls for & deeper understanding of- our position
today =~ politically, economically, socially and/or
culturally - znd, if need be, serious thinking about
"overhauling” or "restructuring™ them so that they be
consistent with the overriding needs and aspirations of
our nation based on the principles of Rukun Megara and
accepted wuniversal values of other progressive and
"balanced” nations. '
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